Human papilloma viruses in oral lesions.
Oral mucosa biopsies from 53 patients with different oral diseases, and from 12 healthy control patients, were examined by the PCR-technique using the L1 consensus primers and type-specific primers for HPV 6/11, 16 and 18. Three out of 24 (12.5%) oral cancer biopsies were HPV positive, 1 for HPV 18, 1 for HPV 16 and 6/11 and 1 for none of the specific primers. Six out of 22 (27.3%) lichen planus were HPV positive, 5 for HPV 18 and 1 for none of the specific primers. Seven leukoplakias were included in the study and 2 (29.6%) were positive for both HPV 16 and 6/11. None of the 12 control patients was HPV positive. No statistical difference between the use of tobacco and alcohol and HPV prevalence was found. An association between HPV infection and oral lesions was demonstrated in the studied population but the pathogenic influence of HPV infection remains unclear.